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Scientists to board volunteer
- commercial fishing vessels to
conduct fall groundfish studies

Biologists from the North-
west Fisheries Science Cen-
ter hope to head out to sea
this November on commer-
cial fishing vessels to con-
duct two new cooperative
groundfish research projects
on the West Coast.

Volunteer commercial fish-
ing vessels were offered for-
Center use during the Sep-
tember meeting of the Pacific
Fishery Management Coun-
cil meeting, held in Portland.
The offer was made to help
increase the amount of data
available on these species.
Many fishermen believe
there are greater abundances
of these species than the
current data indicate.

Selected industry vessels
will serve as research plat-
forms with a scientist on-
board to select sample
locations and oversee sam-

- pling operations. The fish

caught during both studies

~will be sold by the partici-

pating boats to help cover
some of their costs.

The FV Emerald Sea, a pot
fishing vessel from Newport,
Oregon, went to sea October
15" with two Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wild-

life (ODFW) biologists

onboard to conduct four
days of data collection in
accordance with a plan
developed by ODFW and

. the Center. The information

collected should provide
samples of sablefish size
distribution across a range
of depths at survey sites
last occupied in 1991.

In early to mid-November
Center scientists are pro-
posing to go to sea again on
four fishing industry trawl-
ers while the RV Miller




‘ Freeman is conductmg its- normal deepwater
trawl survey.. Center scientists and trawl -
“industry representatives are working to-
- gether to draw up the research plan and
recruit volunteer vessels. The trawlers
~ would each work for about five days to
collect data on nearshore sablefish, dover
sole and thornyheads. This data is ex-
pected to augment the information col-
lected by the RV Miller Freeman and im- -
prove interpretation of the survey, while
allowing scientists to gain valuable experi-
ence to plan future surveys onboard local
trawlers »

The results of 'ChlS study are expected to be ’

made avaﬂable early next year.

~ Pilot study supports use of
: commercnal flshmg vessels for
, h_research

~ Asseries of three ten—day at—sea expenments ‘

| i by the Center and the University of Washington

UW), carne_d, out this summer onboard three
commercial fishing vessels, has demonstrated .

 the practicality of routmely using such vessels as
- platforms for future survey operations, accord-

mg to project coordinator Bill West.
- West, who conducted the experlments

S outlmed their achievements during a conference
- between Center scientists, representatives of the
~ groundfish industry and other constituents
 during the September PFMC meeting. “What I
~ tried to do was to go out and identify gear types,

rigging and operational practices that would

“allow us to conduct effective surveys from local
B ‘sj,vessels in the future,” West told the group.

‘The Center and UW survey methodology

: ,development project grew out of urging from
~ groundfish industry leaders who wanted to see
~more cooperation between scientists and indus-
‘try. Tt was designed to develop procedures that
will perrmt the Center to conduct fisheries
“resource assessment activities aboard local
fishin vessels The Center s Flshery Resource
ed




'Center evaluates r ESOUT CES .

to expand cooperative
groundflsh ef orts

The Northwest Frshenes Scierice Center is eval-

uating its financial and personnel resources and -
- research priorities as a result of Center Dlrector ,

~ Usha Varanasi’s commitment to expand €oop-
erative research efforts with the groundfish -

~ industry. Varanasi made this commitment i in -
September, at the industry-requested conference
- held in conjunction with the Pacific Fishery

) Management Counc11 meetmg in Portland

T have a strong personal comrmtment and the f
Center has a strong collective commitmentto
-develop good scientific information on ground-

fish," Varanasi said. "We believe that this infor-
mation can only be had if we work with all

y groups that are generatmg information, mclud- 0

At the same time, she
B Develop and fund cooperatlve proyects

1) Conduct joint Center~mdustry logbook and

ing scientists and fishers."
cautioned that the Center's limited resotirces =

“could be stretched too thin if it were to commit

‘to more than a few of the mdustry—sc1ence
proposed cooperatlve prolects

Smce the conference, Varana51 has conducted the 4
- PPMC meeting, so that additional resource

- surveys can be conducted next year from:
* chartered boats using an allocation of fishas
. payment to these vessels.

 the Director and staff of the F1shery Resource

Analysis and Monitoring Division, the Division '

in charge of groundfish assessments. Further

- meetings will be held with the staffand Re- -~ :
gional Administrator this month. Itis here that
 research priorities, industry-proposed coopera- o

tive projects, personnel and fundmg will be
evaluated. . S

~ many of the recommendations developed

‘during the National Marine Frsherles Serv1ce E

: Stewart Toshach will be v1smng w1th mdustry

-~ leaders and users (fishers, scientists, etc.) to

- identify and deﬁne user needs begmnmg this- -
‘~;month SR ‘

" Submit Oregon State Umvers1ty graduate
student David Sampson s analysis of logbook
data paper for peer review and publish.

~ This paper is expected to be ready for peer
‘review in several months. Once the peer review -

~process has been successfully completed it will

,  be published as a NOAA National Marine .

Flshenes Serv1ce Techmcal Memorandum

Conduct depth-Speaﬁc samplmg from com—

‘mercial fishing trips.

‘The Center will take the lead on this pro]ect by
: requestmg at the November PFMC meeting, an
- “exempted” fishing permit, which will allow
~commercial vessels to catch add1tlonal ﬁsh

dunng the study

- port interview project. -

, 2) Amend Groundfish Management Plan.

‘The Center is drafting an amendment to
‘the plan, to be presented at the November

) Use of volunteer vessels with RV- Miller
Freeman. The Center is using four vessels
forabout five days each to work, in early-

“mid November, in conjunction with the”
Freeman to collect near-shore data for sable-

: S b _fish, dover sole, and shortsplne thornyhead
.Meanwhﬂe the Center contmues to 1mp1ement iR x

~spec1es '

(NMFS)-sponsored December 1996 workshop o

- attended by industry and Center staff.

evelop an industry vessel-based trawl study‘ e

A pilot study conducted this summer by the

Center and University of Washington (UW) has e

demonstrated the: practicality of using mdustryk e

vessels for routine use in future research, asa.
part of an overall research plan. UW project

“coordinator Bill West expects to schedule pre-

sentations on the results of the pllot study later S [

thlS year. '

Develop an eIectromc-based logbook

A grant for $880,000 obtained by the Center Mll i

be used to develop an eIectromc logbook




Electromc FISh Catch
Logbook

. The Northwest Fisheries Science Center is

developing an innovative Electronic Fish Catch

Logbook. Stewart Toshach will be interviewing:

fishers and industry representatives. Currently .

commercial fishermen manually record informa
tion on their fish catches in logbooks. Scientists
can use this data, in addition to scientific trawl
survey results, to track fish abundance and
make stock assessments -

- According to Toshach Stage 1 of the prOJect A
involves defining user needs (fishers, scientists,
etc.) and identifying available and similar =~ -
technologies. Toshach is a resource manager -
who received a B.S. in zoology and botany and
an ‘M.S. in resource management from the -

University of Canterbury, New Zealand. He Wﬂl i

spend the next three months interviewing

" fishers and scientists to learn what data and uses'

they suggest for the Electronic Logbook.
Toshach, who worked onboard a gill net vessel
in Friday Harbor, looks forward to his mter-
views with fishers. S

Toshach says that Stage 2 will mvolve solvmg
‘technological challenges. Tt involves not only -

developing the architecture for the software, but -

also incorporating its use within the fishing -
industry. Developers will need to assess such -
logistical questions as: what data to. 1nc1ude,
how to cross-validate data, how to transmit -
data, how to store data, and how to protect
proprietary business enterprise information. As.
part of the project, the developers will need to
weigh ease of use and whether to include data

from other sources. Toshach says that NWFSC’s' -

plan to coordinate field trials of the logbook

~ with the fishing industry will greatly expand the, '
- data collection process and quantity for scientific

‘study. It is hoped that the Electronic Fish Catch
‘Logbook project will also support future fish
management decisions and drive the standard-
ization of data collection reqmrements

If you wish to contribute, please leave a message .

for Toshach at 206-860-3200 or email him at
~ stewart. toschach@noaa gov

»




